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These two vilumes comprise the 730-page proceedings
of the Third international symposium on blustongue,
attended by 366 participants from 47 countries, held
from 26 to 29 October 2003 in Taorminag, Siclly, There has
been significant progress In Buetongue molecular
virolegy and genetics, dingnosis, epidemiology and
studies of the vector since the previous internatiomal
symposium was held in 1991 in Paris. The driving force for
halding the conference at this time and in taly was the
recent introduction and spread of bluetongue into
southern Ewrope. The resulting outhreaks have had a
devastating impact on the animal industry in the
affected regions. As a resuft of these disease Incursions,
intenshve studies have been comducted in an attempt to
minimise the loszes from the disegse and to find ways fo
resolve the trade restrictions that have resulted. Many of
ftese studies were presemted af the symposium and are
inclerged in the proceedings.

The OVE (Office International des Epizooties), the World
Crgarisation for Amlmal Health, played a key role i the
organization of this symposium which provided a forum
to address bluetongue control and trade issues. The
organization of the symposium was co-ordimated by the
QUE, the istituto Zooprofilattico Spenmentale dell Abruzzo
& del Mollse Giuzeppe Caporale’ in Teramm, haly, amd the
Italian Ministry of Health. The encouragement of the
European Union alzo was tnstruimental in the decizion fo
e the symposiumm and i its success.

The scientific direction and development of the
programime for the Sympos i were under the capable
leadership of the Execufive and Steering Commifiess
which were co-ordinated By Vincenzo Capovale
N. Jlames Maclachlan, James E. Pearson and
Alelandro Schudsl In order to focus on recent sclentific
advances and the epldemiology of the ongoing
Europaan incursion, the symposium was lmited fo only
biluetangue: previous symposia n 1990 and 1984
addressed mot only Buetongue but also African horse
skekness and related orbivivuses. The abfective of the
SFMPesiUm was fo provide a forurm for the exchamge of
the fatest information on Blustongue diteass amd virus
Including advances in research, diagnosis and control
To accomplish these goals, the format of the canference
amd  the rezultling proceedings were  moadified
significantly from the previous symposia. Platform
preserfations by selected expearts provided a sumimary
overyiew of the most significant foplcs. The mailn foplcs
addressad were: global situation; epldemiology and
vectors: blustongue virus and blustongue diseass;
diagmostics: bustongue control using vaccines; and
confrol and frade fssues. Oral presentations on these
fopics were svpplementaed by a large pumber of
axcellent posters that provided the majorlty of specific
Information on each lem. The proceedings confaln a
tofal of 123 papers: 44 confributions from fnvited
speakers and 79 manuseripds from the poster prasenters.
Warkinmg growes were dentifled fo address significant
questions amd o provide specific recommendations
that also are Included In the<e fwo vollmes,

Benple Qsbwrn was the Sympasium Moderator. He
apened the conference by summarising the outcome of
the previous symposla, co-ordipated the activithes of the
Working groups, and provided a conference ovanddew,
which (s published fn the proceedings.
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