
 
 

 
 

NAMING CEREMONY OF INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY TRAINING 
AND INFORMATION CENTRE (CIFIV)  

IN MEMORY OF PROFESSOR FRANCESCO GRAMENZI 
 
 

Prof. Francesco Gramenzi dedicated over 30 years of his life to Istituto G. Caporale. 
As its director, he was tireless in his efforts for the Institute to acquire and develop 
new skills in public veterinary health. The present director, Vincenzo Caporale, 
decided to name the International Veterinary Training and Information Centre in his 
honour. 
Today's ceremony is an affectionate acknowledgement and the keeping of a promise 
to his memory. 
 
Prof. Francesco Gramenzi was born in Castellalto on 26 July 1930. 
He began attending the University of Perugia’s Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine in the academic year 1951-52, graduating with top marks 
in February 1956. 
Immediately after graduation, he started work as a voluntary 
assistant at the Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale di Teramo.  
In June 1957, he qualified to practice Artificial Insemination for 
Veterinary Practitioners at the L. Spallanzani Italian Experimental 
Institute, Milan. 
He worked as an assistant at the Istituto Zooprofilattico di Teramo’s 
Trichinoscopy Centre for two years, where at the age of just 30 or 
so he came first in a competitive examination for assistants with 
tenure.  
He was a Research Fellow at the School of Veterinary Medicine, 
Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine, University of California, Davis, from 17 
November 1965 to 31 May 1966. 
In 1968 he qualified to lecture in Veterinary Virology at the University of Bologna.  
He then worked as a Deputy at the Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del 
Molise, taking the position of Director on 1 May 1976, in which role he remained for 15 years.  
Prof. Gramenzi was a member of the Società Italiana delle Scienze Veterinarie, Società di 
Patologia Aviare, S.I.P.A.O.C. and Association Internazionale de Standardisation Biologique,  
and published over 40 articles on preventive veterinary medicine, epidemiology and diagnosis 
of infectious diseases in national and international journals. He conducted extensive training in 
General Virology during refresher courses for veterinarians and doctors, becoming ever more 
respected and lauded. 
His unfailing dedication led Prof. Gramenzi to resign from the Istituto Zooprofilattico 
Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise on 1 August 1991, following a serious illness. 
He passed away on 18 September 1999 in Teramo, leaving all those who knew him with a 
vivid memory of an honourable man at the pinnacle of his profession.  


