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Belgium Italy
inhabitants 11,2 million 62,1 million

surface 30.528 km2 301.339 km2

owned cats 2 million 7,5 million

owned dogs 1,3 million 7 million



Number of ca t s and dogs
in shelt ers
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Legisla t ive measures t o limit  numbers
of dogs and ca t s in shelt ers

 Ban on sale of dogs and cats on markets (1996)
 Mandatory licence for breeders and traders (1997)
 Ban on publicity for dogs and cats
 Mandatory identification and registration of dogs (1998)
 European Passport for all dogs (2004)
 Ban on sale of dogs and cats in petshops (2009)



Cat s in shelt ers (2012)

Figures from 2013
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Animal Welfa re Council
State of Play:

 Cat 
 Domesticated
 Doesn’t belong to our ecosystem

 Uncontrolled reproduction
 Overpopulation in shelters
 Big population of stray cats

Dual aim:
1. Controlling the reproduction of the household cats
2. Controlling the population of stray cats



1. Sterilisation of household cats

Multi annual plan: Royal Decree of 3/ 8/ 2012

 From 1/ 9/ 2012: shelters – sterilize, identify and register all 
cats before adoption

 derogation until 1/ 3/ 2014: contract that castration 
would be done within six months of the adoption

 From 1/ 9/ 2014: every cat before commercialisation (sale, 
adoption, given away for free) must be sterilized, 
identified and registered

 derogation for licensed breeders and
 cats for export



Decree concerning ident ifica t ion
& regist ra t ion of ca t s (5/ 2/ 16)

 From 01/ 11/ 17: I&R of all cats before the 
age of 12 weeks and before
commercialisation

 Electronic registration by the vet
(with e-ID) in database

 Changes in database possible by the 
owner (with e-ID)

 Sterilisation has to be indicated in 
database within 24 hours



Decree concerning st erilisa t ion of 
ca t s (23/ 2/ 18)

 From 1/ 4/ 18: all cats before the age of 5 months must be
sterilized
 cats born between 31/ 8/ 14 and 1/ 4/ 18 must be sterilized by 

1/ 1/ 2020



Letter to all municipalities (2014)

 Legal responsibility

 Action plan
 Trap, Neuter and Release
 Sensibilisation of inhabitants
 Aftercare: feeding and shelter

2. Managing stray cat population
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Survey o f municipa lit ies (2016)

 91% takes measures to control stray cat population
 93% has a contact point
 93% captures the cats

• mainly by volunteers
• 82% sterilizes and releases
• 28% sterilizes and

offers for adoption

 6% financial support for
sterilisation of household cats

 74% provides information on cats (stray/ sterilisation)

 Budget for animal welfare: 1.029.480 euro



Action Numberof replies Numberof cats
Captured 141 11.388

Sterilised 134 9.536

Euthanized 123 1.182

Adopted 79 934

Released 118 7.777

 Increase: 29
 Stable: 87
 Decrease: 61

Survey o f municipa lit ies



Cat s in shelt ers (2017)

Figures from 2013
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Why cont ro l t he st ray ca t popula t ion?

 Animal welfare
 Nuisance
 Public health
 Wildlife protection 



Decree concerning st erilisa t ion of ca t s
(23/ 2/ 18)

 Mandatory for municipalit ies:
 Contact point
 Animal friendly plan of action
 Notify neighbourhood prior to capture
 Food and shelter



POPCAT
Cat population management tool for municipalit ies

 Aim = to assess the impact of management methods over 10 
years regarding:
 Number of stray cats
 Welfare of stray cats
 Cost
 Nuisance
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POPCAT

 Basedon the Høgåsen cost-benefit  model

 In cooperation with:
 l’Instituto Zooprofilatt ico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del 

Molise
 University of Ghent
 Odisee University of Applied Sciences

 3 subpopulations:
 Household cats
 Stray cats
 Colony cats



POPCAT

 7 management methods:
 Household cats:

1. Sterilize all
2. Less abandonment
3. More reuniting lost cats with owners

 Stray cats:
4. To shelter
5. Trap, neuter, release
6. Trap, neuter, release and managed
7. Euthanasia



POPCAT

 Clustering of 308 Flemish cities:
 Population density
 Average income
 Sum of agricultural areas
 Stray cat policy or not

 Participation of 15 municipalit ies
 Testfase
 Manual
 Survey









Fut ure

 Fine tuning POPCAT
 Letter to and pratical guide for

municipalities
 Continuous survey of municipality

actions
 Shelters for stray cats
 Raising public awareness
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