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1 OPENING : THURSDAY 10H  APRIL, 8.30 AM 

Giacomo MOGLIORATI, Scientific Director of the Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 
dell'Abruzzo e del Molise (IZSAM) "G. Caporale" (Teramo, Italy) designated as Italian National 
Reference Laboratory for Listeria monocytogenes (IT-NRL Lm), opened the meeting and 
welcomed the participants (52). Then Luigi IANNETTI (on behalf of Vincenza PRENCIPE as NRL 
head) presented IZSAM and its activities related to Listeria monocytogenes (see his slides). 

Bertrand LOMBARD, EURL Lm manager, introduced the meeting. He warmly thanked IZSAM 
for having invited EURL and NRLs to hold their annual workshop, as well as the excellent 
organization. He was glad that at least one NRL representative from all EU Member States 
(MSs) took part to the workshop.  

B. LOMBARD then presented the new organisational chart of the EURL Lm (see his slides). 

Roll-call of delegates 

Each delegate introduced itself (see the list of attendance, appended). 30 NRLs from 28 EU 
Members States (MSs), 2 NRLs from Macedonia and Norway were represented, as well as 
the Czech National Institute of Public Health Laboratory, associated NRL to the Czech NRL, 
the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration, associated NRL to the Danish NRL and the 
Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority, associated NRL to the Dutch NRL. 

B. LOMBARD was pleased to welcome Martial PLANTADY, from Unit G4 “Food, alert systems 
and training” of EC/ DG SANCO Health & Consumers, who took over from Rosa PERAN to be 
in charge of the EURL Lm at, as well as Valentina RIZZI from EFSA (European Food Safety 
Authority), and Alfredo CAPRIOLI, director of EURL VTEC. 

All additional documents (i.e. agenda and presentations) are available on the EURL website: 

http://eurl-listeria.anses.fr 

  

http://eurl-listeria.anses.fr/
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2 REGULATORY UPDATE (REVISION OF REGULATION EC 882/2004 ON OFFICIAL 
CONTROLS 

M. PLANTADY presented at first a reminder on the roles and tasks of reference laboratories 
(EURL/NRL) and then the main lines of the revision of EC Regulation 882/2004 on official 
controls. See his slides. 

This new regulation should add or clarify new tasks for EURLs, such as publication of the list 
of NRLs, improving and harmonizing methods of analysis for official controls, providing 
information on research activities, or providing training courses to official control 
laboratories. EURLs might be designated by a public selection process reviewed regularly. 
New requirements for reference laboratories should be impartiality and absence of conflict 
of interests. 

The current status is still a draft that can be amended by European Parliament. Therefore 
proposals for modification are still possible until end of 2014. 

Bernadette HICKEY (IE-NRL) and B. LOMBARD commented that the cascade of methods to be 
used for official controls doesn’t include the possibility to use alternative methods to 
reference under specific validation conditions, as specified in food microbiology in Article 5 
of EC Regulation 2073/2005 on microbiological criteria. 

3 NETWORK OF THE NRLS 

3.1 NEW WEBSITE OF THE EURL Lm 

Adrien ASSÉRÉ (EURL Lm, deputy manager) presented the new website of the EURL Lm 
available at http://eurl-listeria.anses.fr.  

He highlighted in particular a new section dedicated to Lm typing, with the online video 
training courses on PFGE. See his slides. 

3.2 NRL CONTACT PERSON 

Adrien ASSÉRÉ explained that the EURL would like to have a unique contact person for each 
NRL. Once the website would be online, each NRL would be invited to update its contact 
details. 

3.3 PRESENTATION OF THE NEWLY NOMINATED CROATIAN NRL 

Diana BRLEK-GORSKI (Croatian National Institute of Public Health, Zagreb, Croatia) presented 
her laboratory and activities related to its NRL Lm mandate. See her slides. 
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4 EPIDEMIOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

4.1 Lm REPORTING IN ANIMAL AND FOOD BASED ON THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED 2012 
EFSA/ECDC ANNUAL REPORT 

Valentina RIZZI (EFSA) presented the EFSA reporting scheme of data collection and the 2012 
European Union Summary Report (EUSR), recently published. See her slides. 

The trend in reported human cases of listeriosis has been significantly increasing over the 
past five years, with a 10.5% increase between 2011 and 2012 with 1 642 confirmed cases 
reported in 2012. The highest proportions of units exceeding the regulatory limit of  
100 cfu/g were observed in ready-to-eat (RTE) fishery products, RTE cheese products and 
RTE meat products. 

4.2 RECENT OUTBREAK IN SWEDEN 

Susanne THISTED-LAMBERTZ (SLV, SE-NRL, Uppsala) presented the investigation of a 
listeriosis outbreak in Sweden (see her slides).  

The investigation was still ongoing: even if evidence had been collected, the source was not 
yet identified. EURL Lm, with its database and the NRLs had contributed (search of Lm strains 
with same PFGE profile), and this was appreciated by SE-NRL. 

4.3 UPDATE ON EFSA ANALYSIS AND REPORTING FOR THE LISTERIA BASELINE RESULTS 

Valentina RIZZI (EFSA) presented the EFSA analysis of the results of the European baseline 
survey (BLS) of Lm in certain RTE foodstuffs (see her slides): 

- Lm prevalence in these foods: part A of the EFSA report, published.  
- Analysis of factors related to Lm prevalence: part B of the report was being prepared, 

for publication in June 2014. 

  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3547.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3241.htm
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5 L. MONOCYTOGENES  DETECTION/ENUMERATION 

5.1 PROFICIENCY TESTING (PT) TRIALS 

5.1.1 ENUMERATION/2013 

Damien MICHELON (EURL Lm, Unit SEL) presented the 2012 PT trial on Lm enumeration in 
diced poultry. See his slides. 

35 laboratories participated to this PT trial.  

The follow-up of the PT trials over the last 3 years showed a general improvement of the NRL 
network, in terms of use of the EN ISO 11290 Standard methods, as well as in the percentage 
of satisfactory results. The number of deviations to the Standard method decreased. A focus 
was made on the calculation of enumeration results. 

5.1.2 COMPARISON OF INOCULATION TECHNIQUES 

D. MICHELON presented the work progress on comparison of inoculation techniques for 
solid food matrices. See his slides. 

 EURL would go on its experimental study of the global homogenization technique 
(easy to implement and giving good homogeneity); it would also study the spreading 
technique. The EURL would like to conduct these works in collaboration with 
volunteering NRLs. 

5.1.3 CRITERIA ON PT OUTSOURCING 

B. LOMBARD recalled the outcome of the 2013 workshop on this topic (possible partial 
outsourcing of PT trials organized by NRLs for their national network): it had been agreed to 
draft a list of criteria to select PT providers, including steps of PT trials that can be 
outsourced, frequency, details on method used by participants, together with minimum 
values if possible. See his slides. 

Since the last workshop, he had presented this project to DG SANCO and EURLs in the field 
of biological safety at a coordination meeting on 13/09/2013: some EURLs were interested in 
a common approach and DG SANCO clarified it could be only guidance, since organization of 
PT trials at national level is a MS responsibility. 

 It was agreed that EURL would settle a WG of NRLs volunteering to draft guidance 
on this topic (see before). 

5.2 ENUMERATION METHODS AT LOW LEVELS 

Léna BARRE (EURL Lm, Unit SEL) gave an overall presentation of the comparison study of 3 
methods for Lm enumeration at low levels: membrane filtration method (EURL), modified 
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membrane filtration (CY-NRL) and modified plating method (NO-NRL). See her slides. A 
meeting to discuss this study had been held on 26/11/2013 at EURL. 

Georgios PAPAGEORGIOU (SGL, CY-NRL) presented details of his study (see his slides), 
including another promising method based on centrifugation. 

Taran SKJERDAL (NO-NRL) presented her results on a method derived from EN ISO 11290-2, 
easy to perform (see her slides). 

 EURL would not go on this study, and this collaborative study would be valorized 
by writing a paper in collaboration (EURL & the 2 NRLs). 

5.3 MEASUREMENT UNCERTAINTY 

Léna BARRE presented the progress of the project on measurement uncertainty (MU), more 
precisely the influence of test portion size. See her slides. 

Results showed that a 100-g test portion enables to significantly decrease MU, however the 
practical feasibility of such size was questioned by some NRLs. A round-table was conducted 
to consult NRLs. 

 1/ A majority of NRLs were ready to shift from 10 g to 25 g for test portion size, 
not to 100 g. 
2/ Several NRLs were in favor to keep 10 g for routine official controls but to increase 
test portion size (25 g if not 100 g) for investigation of food-borne outbreaks. 
L. BARRE would transmit this opinion at the next meeting (27-28 May) of WG 8 of 
ISO/TC 34/SC 9, in charge of revising EN ISO 6887-1, where general rules on test 
portion are provided. 

5.4 UPDATE ON CEN MANDATE AND ON THE REVISION OF EN ISO 11290-1&2 
STANDARDS 

Nathalie GNANOU-BESSE (EURL Lm, Unit SEL) gave an update on the revision of Standards 
EN ISO 11290-1&2, as well as on the CEN Mandate: 2013 has been very heavy, with the 
organization of 5 inter-lab studies, on five matrices (4 of them by our lab, cheese matrix by 
ACTALIA) and each on detection and enumeration methods. See her slides. 

Regarding the revision of EN ISO 11290-1&2, CEN/ISO parallel enquiry should be soon 
launched. 
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6 MICROBIOLOGICAL SHELF-LIFE STUDIES 

6.1 REVISION OF THE EURL LM  TECHNICAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT ON SHELF-LIFE 
STUDIES FOR LM IN RTE FOODS 

Annie BEAUFORT (EURL Lm, Team MOD/AQR) presented this topic. See her slides. 

The revision was continued in 2013 by EUL with a working group comprising 10 NRLs (BE, CY, 
DK, ES, IE, IT, NL, NO, PT, SK, the NL-NRL and UK).  

A draft resulting from the WG group was submitted to all NRLs by circular letter 2013/16 of 
04/11/2013, for comments by 29/11. A new draft taking into account comments received 
was dispatched (circular letter 2014/03 dated 21/02/2014), which was also sent to DG 
SANCO and presented by A. BEAUFORT to DG SANCO/Competent Authority (CA) WG on 
microbiological criteria, at its meeting of 19/03/2014. EURL would prepare a revised draft 
according to requests of DG SANCO and comments of some CAs, which would be submitted 
to Standing Committee of Food Chain and Animal Health for endorsement before summer. 

B. HICKEY (IE-NRL) regretted that DG SANCO did not want to modify the current version of 
the guide on temperature profile to conduct a challenge test. 

6.2 USE OF GUIDANCE DOCUMENT TO EVALUATE THE COMPETENCE OF 
LABORATORIES IMPLEMENTING CHAKLLENGE TESTS ASSESSING GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Annie BEAUFORT presented this topic. See her slides. 

This guide, developed by a NRL WG and agreed by all NRLs (Version 0 – 03/02/2012), had not 
been endorsed by DG SANCO and MSs, by lack of clarity on target users. A. Beaufort 
presented the outcome of an enquiry conducted prior to the workshop on the use of this 
guide: it was considered as useful but not enough used. 

 1/ Target users of this guide should be CAs or NRLs, if mandated by their CA. 
2/ EURL would conduct an enquiry to NRLs to determine, in consultation with their 
CA, the usefulness of this guide and the need to revise it, given the revision of the 
guide on shelf-life studies (see 6.1). 

6.3 RESULT OF A PILOT PT ON CHALLENGE-TESTS ASSESSING GROWTH POTENTIAL 

Annie BEAUFORT presented the organization in 2013 of a pilot PT trial on challenge-test 
assessing growth potential. See her slides. 

This pilot PT trial, the first of this kind ever organized, addressed the technical part of a 
challenge test assessing growth potential, according to the draft revision of the guide on 
shelf-life studies (Nov. 2013, see 6.1). 8 NRLs took part to it.  
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The main feature was a large inter-lab variability of growth potentials, most probably due to 
variation of storage temperature of test units between participants. 

 

7 CHARACTERISATION/EPIDEMIOSURVEILLANCE 

7.1 PFGE AND SEROTYPING TRAINING SESSIONS 

D. MICHELON (EURL Lm, SEL Unit) reported on the common training session on serotyping 
and PFGE typing (26-28 November), on-site training of PL-NRL, web/phone training sessions 
for several NRLs, as well as on the recently finalized video tutorials on PFGE implementation 
and use of EURL Lm database. See his slides. 

7.2 PFGE AND SEROTYPING PT TRIAL 

Benjamin FELIX (EURL Lm, SEL Unit) gave a summary of previous PT trials, in particular the 
2012 one, and announced the schedule for the next one (2014). See his slides. 

7.3 SEROTYPING PROTOCOL UPDATE 

Sophie ROUSSEL (EURL Lm, SEL Unit) presented an update on EURL in-house protocol for 
molecular serotyping. See her slides. 

 EURL would dispatch soon a revised version of this protocol, that would be 
consistent with Doumith’s protocol used by clinical labs (CDC, ECDC) and with 
additional markers for rare strains. 

7.4 PFGE PROTOCOL UPDATE 

D. MICHELON gave an update on comparison study of EURL and PulseNet protocols, 
conducted in collaboration with SSI (DK). See his slides. 

These 2 protocols, having minor differences, gave equivalent results, except for 1 strain (out 
of 114). 

  EURL would dispatch soon a revised version of its protocol for PFGE. 

7.5 EURL Lm DATABASE 

B. FELIX presented a progress of implementation and optimization of EURL Lm database, 
now operational. See his slides.  

He presented in particular the outcome of the 3rd meeting, the day before, of the EURL Lm 
DB Steering Committee (SCOM), comprising in particular the 8 NRLs submitting profiles, EFSA 
and ECDC representatives. 
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 1/ It was confirmed that EURL LM database would remain active until the new 
EFSA database becomes operational (see 7.8). 
2/ All NRLs were invited to join EURL Lm DB, at the condition of using PFGE and 
having successfully participated to a EURL PT trial. 

7.6 TYPING OF STRAINS FROM EUROPEAN Lm BASELINE SURVEY 

B. FELIX presented the organization and outcome of typing of Lm strains isolated in the 
frame of the European baseline survey (BLS). See his slides. He recalled that 9 NRLs had 
typed their national strains, and 7 NRLS had sent their strains to EURL for typing, which was 
completed.  

The on-going work was to establish a correspondence between the database of these strains 
and the EFSA database on samples of BLS. This task, undertaken with EFSA, was difficult, 
given duplicate strains: several strains isolated from the same sample. 

 EURL would need to come back to 8 NRLs to sort out the discrepancies: their 
cooperation would be necessary! 

Comparison with human strains isolated in the same period of time (2010-2011) would be 
undertaken in the ELITE project, lead by ECDC in cooperation with EURL and EFSA. 

7.7 RESEARCH WORK ON MOLECULAR TYPING METHODS (INCLUDING NGS) 

S. ROUSSEL presented the activities of the lab on Lm population genetic structure and 
diversity, using different techniques. See her slides. She also presented a recent PhD work 
exploring use of NGS, in collaboration with DK-NRL (DTU) and UK-NRL (PHE). 

 To conduct this project, EURL would need to get from NRLs & NPHLs food and 
human strains, from sporadic cases and outbreaks. 

S. ROUSSEL suggested to set-up new projects in collaboration with NRLs, for example in 
ERANET programme. 

7.8 EFSA PROJECT ON THE COLLECTION OF DATA ON MOLECULAR TESTING IN 
FOOD/ANIMAL ISOLATES OF FOOD-BORNE INFECTIONS 

V. RIZZI presented the progress of the EFSA project on data collection on molecular testing in 
food/animal isolates of food-borne infections, on Lm, Salmonella and VTEC. See her slides. 

EFSA had created a WG to set up a new database, in which EURL Lm took part, as well as 
procurements with the 3 EURLs concerned to write different SOPs. 
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7.9 SURVEILLANCE OF LISTERIA IN THE NETHERLANDS 

Els BIESTA-PETERS, NVWA, associated NL-NRL, presented the Dutch organization for the 
surveillance of Lm, with collaboration between NVWA, RIVM (NL-NRL and NPHL for human 
strains) See her slides. 

7.10 EFSA PROJECT ON COMPARISON OF ISOLATES FROM FOOD CHAIN AND HUMANS 
USING WGS ANALYSIS”  

V. RIZZI presented a recently call for tender launched by EFSA on comparison of isolates from 
food chain and humans using WGS analysis. See her slides. 

Food strains would be in particular the ones from BLS: the future contractor would contact 
EURL and certain NRLs (the ones having not sent their strains to EURL) to get these strains. 

EURL indicated it had the intention to be a partner of a project in response to this call and 
that it would wish to collaborate with NRLs, at least as strain providers. 

7.11 EURL E. coli: PT AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES ON THE DETECTION AND TYPING OF 
VTEC 

Alfredo CAPRIOLI, director of EURL E. coli, ISS, Roma, Italy, presented the activities of its 
EURL: development and validation of reference methods, training, PT trials. See his slides. 

B. LOMBARD noted that further exchanges between the 2 EURLs would be very beneficial on 
different methodologies, such as organization of PT trials on PFGE typing, ranking of 
results,… 

 

8 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1 PROPOSALS FOR 2014 WORK PROGRAMME AND FURTHER 

Nathalie GNANOU-BESSE, Annie BEAUFORT and Sophie ROUSSEL presented a tentative work 
programme for 2014 and the following years (see their slides), to be confirmed for 2015 
after agreement of DG SANCO on the programme and associated budget. 

8.2 CLOSURE 

B. Lombard thanked once more IZSAM for the excellent organization and warm hosting, 
which was highly appreciated by all participants. 

He also thanked the attendees for their participation to that 8th workshop, the speakers, 
hoping that this workshop would have met the expectations of the participants. 


